Fhnotos arodlynine Hauch

Cars gather ol side the Red Lake ¢

THE O.P.P. REVIEW
September, 1980 Vol. 15, No 4

P

T e e

JPF detachment as the town waeils for word lo evacuale.

Fighting Red Lake Fire #14

A smoke-filled sky was the view
from the delachment as the fores)
fire raged.

by Prop. Consi. Ralph Martin
fed Lake

Little: did Prov. Const. Terry
Graham realize, when he [inished
gardening and got ready for the 4
o*clock shift on Wednesday, May 21,
that he would be getting a minimum
amount of rest for the next 10 days.

When he arrived al Red Lake de-
tachment that aflernoon **Stumper®*,
as he is affectionatelv called by his
co-workers, was sent (o Dixie Lake
Road for point duty regarding a forest
fire.

The fire, dubbed Red Lake Fire
#14, was burning out of control around

Bug River, 13 miles south of Red
Lake, but sofar it had not threatened
BEed Lake. Ministry of Natural Re-
sources’ firefighting personnel were
ordered out of the fire's path around
4. All civilians working in the Dixie
Liake area had been evacuated to Red
Liake by MNE and OPP officers in the
early moming hours. Shifting winds
made it impossible to successfully
fight the fire; all officials could do
was wail and see.

At about65:25 p.m., the fire reach-
ed the main hydro electric lines from
Ear Falls to Red Lake, leaving the
towns of Cochenour, Balmertown,
Madsen, McKenzie Tsland and Red
Liake without power. In the 24-hour
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A fire-fighting crew chief radios his workers as the fire blozes behind
kim. He and his crew were oble 1o save one camp but lost another worth
ome-guarter of a million dollors.
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periad from 4 p.m. on May 21 to 4
pom. on Mav 22, Red Lake Fire #14
continued to grow in size and inten-
sity, jumping Highway 105 south of
Bug River and heading sonth towards
the Two Island Lake cotlage area.
With the help of shifting winds, the
fire jumped the Bug River about 5
miles south of Bed Lake and headed
north towards the towns of Balmer-
town and Red Lake.

Prove Const. Graham was going
off-duty at 4:30 p.m. on May 22 after
24 gruelling hours on the jol, when
the joint evacuation committee or-
dered the evacuation of Red Lake and
Balmertown. Stumper was not de-
stined to sleep for another 18 hours.
Instead, Const. Graham, with most of
the other Red Lake detachment mem-
bers, began assisting  municipal
authorities in evacuating the two
towns and in providing traffic control
and securily.

Balmertown and Red Lake resi-
dents were faken to Cochenour and
McBenzie lsland where they waited
for news. Rumours were rampant and
Stumper spent much of his time dis-
pelling fears of bumed homes and
property. Suddenly, at 10 pem., Cpl.
Bill Chard anncunced that the entire
area was to be evacuated by the
Canadisn Armed Forces. The OPP
officers went into high gear, going
door-to=door, organizing bus pickups
and wmaintaining crowd control while
remaining calm — at least on the
outside — to keep people from panick-
ing. At 1 d.m. on May 23 a fully
loaded Canadian  Armed Forces
Hercules airplane took off from the
Cochenour Airport to begin the lar-
gesi air evacuation of civilians in
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Armed Forces history almost

4,000 people.

Throughout the night, until 9
a.m., Red Lake detachment members
continued their evacuation dutics.
Prov. Consts. Graham and Ralph
Martin were given the task of con-
tacting the residents and evacuees
on McKenzie Island and amanging
for their transport by ferry and bus to
Cochenour Airport. The two officers
began their long walk and door-to-
door contact at 1:30 a.m. on May 23.
At 7:20 that morming the last person
left the island.

But rest was not yvet in sight for
Stumper. He was dispaiched to the
hamlet of McMarmac where, with more
door-to-door  contact, the residents
were evacuated. Finally the majority
of people were safely in Winnipeg and
only a few stragglers were left at
‘the airport to cateh the final plane
out- At 9 a.m. on May 23, 41 hours
after he reported for duoty, Const.
Graham was allowed to g0 home for a

much necded rest. He slept a whole
five houwrs before Const. Martin was
hack banging on the door to begin the
next 18-hour tour of duty.

For the next eight days, Const.
Graham worked the noon to midnight
shift, providing security patrol and
services for evacuess who were
calling the OPP with strange and
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prepares to leave by OPP plane.Phote: Carelynne Bouch

varied requests including emptyving
refrigerators and freezers. Most com-
mon was the reguest to go into homes
and feed the dog, cat or bird, but one
afternoon Stumper got a call with a
different twist to it.

“Would vou go to my house and
let my dog, cat, rabbit and chicken
out of the basement? Bui please

Continued next poge

this view from a plane,




leave the dog 'til last to give the
others a head start.””

When he arrived, Stumper found
the animals had elawed, hopped,
pecked orotherwise escaped from the
basement; the dog and cat were in
the kitchen and the chicken was be-
hind the TV where il had laid an ege.

The rabbit was nowhere to be found. .
The animals became part of the ° %
ever-increasing number being cared ."-J"'"

forby the volunteer fire departments.
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fire-fighting crew battles the bloze.

Although no lives were lost, Red
Lake Fire #14 eventually consumed
over 130,000 acres of forest, destroy-
ad two homes, six cottages, a tourist
camp, a number of buildings owned
by logging operators and a large
amount of logging machinery. During
its course, the fire came within 2
km of Red Lake, 1 km of Balmertown
and 3 km of Madsen. In its rage, the
fire tinged skies red for four nights
in a row and the smoke blocked out
the sun for over a week.

Finally, with hydro restored, a
night of rain and the fire abated,
authorities began planning the re-
turn of Bed Lake area residents.
For two days, May 31 and June 1,
they were greeted by the smiling face
of Prov. Const. T. Graham as they
landed at Cochenouwr Airport. He
answeredall questions with courtesy
and care as if each person were the
first to ask, though everyone seemed
tobe asking how his home had fared.

On Monday, June 2, Stumper took
a much needed day off.

On June 3, he returned to his re-
gular shift, glad to be chasing tail-

lights!
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