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Celebrating the canoe

Trout Lake wiikwaasichimaan cenfrepiece of Bed Lake exhibit

Story and Photos by Pamela O'Neill

It began as a community project by the
MNamekosipiw Anishinaapek (people of
Trout Lake) to build a traditional birchbark
canoe but also became an enlightening
journey of discavery.

With the vision of Kaaren Dannenmann
and support of a dedicated team of
volunteer organizers, the Trout Lake
cance inspired Celebrating the Canoe:
Honouring the Original Technicians, a
weeklong exhibit and educational tour
at the Red Lake Regional Heritage Centre.
TheTrout Lake canoe was the centre-plece
of the exhibit, which opened on National
Aboriginal Day (June 21) and concluded
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on National Canoe Day (June 26).

The celebration, the first of its kind in
the Red Lake area, paid tribute to the
invention of the canoe, its Indigenous
creators and its experts, Several canoes
were displayed, including Kevlar,
aluminum, Royalex, cedar, and fibreglass
models. Presenters on hand all week
explained how the canoe evolved over
time, and discussed the numerous types
available on the market today.

Indigenous peoples of North America
created the first canoes made from the
lightweight bark of birch trees - and
sometimes from cedar and spruce bark,

Building a
Birchbark Canoe

1.Collect bark, lay flat, soak to make
pliable,

2.Place pre-built frame on top, pile
stones on frame.

3. Carefully fold bark up, drive stakes
into ground along sides to hold
bark upright around frame.

4.Build inner and outer gunwales,
sandwich bark and clamp in place.

5.Gather and prepare black spruce
roots, used for stitching and
lashing.

6.Lash gunwales to the bark with
spruce root.

7.5titch bark pieces.

8. Add and shape stem pieces at bow
and stern, lash together,

9.Line the inside with two-inch strips
of cedar, carefully apply ribs made
pliable by soaking, add and secure
thwarts, remove rocks from inside
canoe.

10. Collect, prepare and spread spruce
gum over all seams to render
waterproof,

11. Add creative touches,

- Celebrating the Canoe: Honouring

the Original Technicians
organizing committee




National Canoe Day

National Canoe Day was founded with the aim of increasing participation
in paddle travel in Canada, engaging new enthusiasts and reaching across
generational and cultural divides.

On June 26, 2008, Chief Keith Knott of Curve Lake First Nation on behalf of the
First Mations of Canada, the County and City of Peterborough and surrounding
municipalities, called on governments and the peaple of Canada to mark June
26 as Mational Canoe Day from that day forth.

The canoe was given freely as a gift to Canada from the Aboriginal peoples of
gast, south, west and north. It was adopted by the visitors and has become a
symbol of the founding contribution of Aboriginal peoples to Canada.

In 2007, the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation polled Canadians who
declared the canoe one of the Seven Wonders of Canada,

The Aiken Family
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Canoe Types

Kevlar, Carbon/Graphite Blends — These are called high-end composites.
They are strong and light, resistant to abrasion and tearing, and have nice
lines, although they can be quite expensive and home repairs are difficult.
They are typcially used by trippers and racers,and are widely popularamong
backcountry campers.

Fibreglass - These are made with plastic resin reinforced with fibres of
glass and other materials. While they are relatively inexpensive and easily
maintained, can be repaired at home and have glossy exteriors, they are also
heavy and not very strong. They are mostly used by recreational and sport
canoeists.

Fabric - Aptly-named the folding pak-canoe, these are waterproof and skin
wrapped over a frame of tubular aluminum. They are extremely lightweight,
easy to pack in vehicles or aircraft, and ride well over waves or in whitewater.
However, assembly is required before use and the skin is prone to abrasion.
They are mostly used by recreational aircraft owners who drop in and fish
at remote locations.

Wood or Canvas - These are enjoyable and quiet on the water, and will
help you stay cool in the hot sun.They can be easily damaged in rough use,
require yearly maintenance and are heavy. Those willing to pay the price for
quiet elegance would use this type of canoe.

Royalex - Also called ABS, these are made of a foam-cored plastic.Thisis the
most durable of all canoe materials and can even bend in half and spring
back to shape.They are nearly indestructible. But they come at a high price,
are heavy on land and slow in water. They are most popular with whitewater
canoeists.
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Joining  Dannenmann  on  the
organizing committee that planned the
exhibit and related presentations were
Claire Quewezence, Michelle Shephard,
Sara Cuthbertson, Harlan Schwarz
and Carolyn Spicer. Countless other
volunteers also helped bring the event
to life, supported by four local partners -
the KISHIK Community Association, Red
Lake Regional Heritage Centre, Ontario
Parks, and Ministry of Natural Resources.

Leslie King, a relative of Dannenmann’s
now living in Toronto, spent his vacation
volunteering at the exhibit.

"I am really proud of the event, the
peaple who organized the event, and am
grateful for the opportunity to be able
to contribute to it,” he said. "l was even
more proud of the fact that | participated
in the construction of the centerpiece
of the event - the wiilkwaasichimaan
or birchbark cance. The original
construction of the wilkwaasichimaan
brought the community of Namekosipiw
Anishinaapek together, and helped me
realize that our ancestors were indeed
technicians in the science of efficient and
effective watercraft construction.”

Dannenmann suggested the canoe
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provider of freight and fuel delivery in
MNorthwestern Ontario and Manitoba.
Wasaya Airways is proud to be 100%
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exhibit would likely be displayed again,
perhaps every second year or even
annually.

“We definitely don’t want this to be the
ane and only.”

Dannenmann. a Trout Lake resident,
is described as the main influence
behind Celebrating the Canoe: Honouring
the Original Technicians.

“Because of her, this weeklong display
evolved,” said fellow organizer Claire
Quewezence of Ontario Parks,

Before anything else, Dannenmann is
a teacher first. Much of her life has been
dedicated to sharing her wisdom and her
knowledge of the values, language and
ways of her Aboriginal ancestors.

Dannenmann sat beside a strikingly
beautiful birchbark canoe while talking
about the importance of the canoe
exhibit to her community.

"Trout Lake was once a very viable and
functional community,” she said.

She briefly mentions some of the
major events that eventually led to Trout
Lake's demise - the Red Lake gold rush,
the residential school system, and the
alcoholism that ensued and polluted the
minds and spirits of those affected.
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“By the 1990s there were just a few
people living in Trout Lake; the rest of
them were scattered clear across the
continent,” Dannenmann said.

The construction of the
wiikwaasichimaan brought the
community ... together.

“In 1999 we decided to try to bring the
community back together at least once
a year. Since then we've been having
community gatherings and during those
gatherings we have different projects
that we do. In 2007, we did the birchbark
canoge.”

While building the wilkwaasichimaan,
the Mamekosipiw Anishinaapek learned
much more than the physical and
technical skills. They also learned
traditional teachings of balance about
the Seven Grandfathers, local history and
the teachings of gifts from the land,

Awareness of their peoples ancient
technologies soon transformed into pride,

A seed of knowledge had been planted
and it would be up to Dannenmann to
nurture and watch it grow.

“I was noticing that when people talked
about canoeing up in the (Woodland
Caribou Provincial) Park or going to a
canoe sport show, anything to do with
canoeing, they never mentioned where
the canoe came from,” she said,"and that
always bothered me.

"When Ontario Parks here in Red Lake
agreed that it would be a good idea
to do an exhibit and acknowledge the
origin of the canoe, | was really excited
because it was the beginning of a whole
new relationship between Aboriginal
people and non-Aboriginals based on
acknowledgement and respect.”

The hope is the canoe exhibit is another
step forward in engaging individuals in
intercultural dialogue, and just the start
of building long-term, respectful cross-
cultural relationships.

"For too long the work of Aboriginal
people has not been acknowledged,”
Dannenmann said. "For us it is really
important to be acknowledged because
if it's not, it's appropriation.”

{Pamela O'Weill is special projects assistant
at the Red Lake Regional Heritage Centre.)
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AMm Your
Children’s Aid!

“| came under the care of Children’s Aid
at fourteen. Growing up in foster homes,

| learned early that part of healing would be
about giving back. After graduating from art
college, and earning a degree from university,
| looked for a way to contribute to others.
Working with a partner, we applied to the
Children’s Aid Foundation, wrote a business
plan and won funding for a DJ company that
would employ young men like ourselves.”

GET INVOLVED WITH YOUR CHILDREN'S AID.
GO TO USEYOURVOICE.CA

Ontario Association of
Children's Aid Societies
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Pardemus Owen, 28, left, and TravisiMoosel21, centre, helped construct a miniature canoe
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with the guidance of Grassy Nafrows' Andrew Keewatin during a weeklong Celebrating the
Canoe exhibit at the Red Lake Regional Heritage Centre.
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BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS
&
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
GROUP INC
A NATIVE VENTURE PARTNERSHIP
<N AT A Wasaya Group Inc. is a 100% First Nation owned
ANSAp businesss entity that counts 10 First Nations as
<« 1 shareholders: Bearskin Lake; Big Trout Lake;
Kasabonika Lake; Muskrat Dam; Pikangikum;
ATRWAYS LP Summer Beaver; Wapakeka; and Wunnumin Lake.

sy aécrv» e
MR AL
@ ¥

COMMUNTTY ECONOMIC
b

Y AU
A5 A,
< el

Sab

PETROLEUM LP

B OMETTVY WM PR R

Ny ATSYA

S A
o E}:f

PROP SHOP LP

& HATPIL VEMTUNT PARTRURSSIF

s 4y ﬁécrv- Ae?
A
& M P-,

bt

PR ATIORN

Wasaya Group Inc. is the parent company that
owns and oversees the operations of:

Wasaya Airways LP

Wasaya Community Economic
Development Corporation

Wasaya Petroleum (51%)
Wasaya Prop Shop LP
Wasaya Weecheewaywin Inc.
Metal Ahnokeewin Inc.

The Wasaya Group of Companies are committed
to providing unique and profitable opportunities
to its shareholders via employment, training,
dividends and the acquisition of viable business to
contribute to the First Nations economy.

WASAYA GROUP INC,
3rd Floor - 106 Centennial square
Thunder Bay ON P7E TH3

Toll Free 1.888.514.0986
WWw.wasayagroup.com
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Questions about the story and your community:

1. What factors influenced Kaaren’s vision for the community project called
“Celebrating the Canoe?"

2, Think about all the people you know in your community. Who would you
think could make a birchbark canoe?

3. What type of action do you think is necessary to preserve the Indigenous
creator's history of building a canoe in your community?

4. Do some local research and find out who you can speak to about the
importance of keeping this tradition alive.

Match the following words:

celebrate Asbn

moose hide SAA- 409t
Red Lake A-be/ DL
birchbark canoe a’ldd' Sbl'Ab?
spruce bark rasb'Abo?
Trout Lake dh%2
birchbark blMa<d-royt

Leader of a spiritual movement piges

Fill in the blanks:

1. Lydia Mamakwa is a member of which northern remote
community

and a leader among her people.

2. She was recently chosen as bishop for the Aboriginal
parish and is leading a
_in northwestern Ontario.

3. Lydia was chosen for her years of service in the ministry;
by her own to lead the church.

4. Asachosen her first priority is to fulfill
the of the elders in the area.

5. Inyears past, she has worked alongside Dr,
— whoisthefirst
in the northern Ontario region.
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6. His years of service with the ministry has resulted in
a Ministry school in

7. Selected candidates for the have to be
able to read, write and speak in their

8. According to Archbishop David Ashdown, Ontario
region could one day be its own :

9. It's official that Lydia will lead the Aboriginal parish
and will have a seat alongside with other bishops

across the
10. She was consecrated as for the
northwestern Ontario region in 2010,

WWW KWAYACIIWIN.COM




