The carbon in leach (CIL) process uses cyanidation to extract gold from the
slurry. Cyanide and lyme get added to the slurry in the first tank. Cyanide turns
the gold particles into a gold cyanide complex, that can be extracted using
carbon. The gold cyanide complex attaches to the carbon, while the pulp/slurry
continues through to the next tank.

The slurry moves through six or seven CIL tanks, ensuring that the gold attaches
to the carbon. The slurry and carbon move through the tanks in opposite
directions. The slurry passes from the first to the last tank, while new carbon is
added to the last tank and advances to the first tank. The carbon advances
almost every 24 hours. As the carbon advances to the first tank, it becomes
loaded with gold.

The loaded carbon is removed from the CIL tanks and goes to the elution circuit
(referred to as strip circuit). Once devoid of gold, the slurry becomes known as
tailings . The tailings are treated for cyanide before they move to the tailings
(waste) management facility.

Left: The carbon tank
IS placed into the CIL
tank

Right: Exterior of the
CIL tank



