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%E}L:\/\/m’r questions dhnould you ask to identify a rock youve found?

What coour is e rock?

illm TITarT

Colour may indicate the presence of certain
minerals or even now a rock was made.

ls there a pattern or design®

What ofher rocks are nearby?

Rocks formed by simiar methods are offen
found togetner. ie. obsidan and pumice are bofh
created during voleanic eruptions

Where dd you find the rock?
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Rocks in nafural areas will reflect local geology,
but people offen bring in rocks for @arbeﬁ_s or
Ullding,

Markings may be crystals or layers MI
materiols from whien the rock woas_created.

Are tnere any unigue features?

Does e rock have inclusions?
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Floats in water ¢ Magnetic? Peels lie p

Glows under a UV

®

Some rocks may have _ri
or Winerals, and some Wil have organic_pieces

eces of other rocks

or fossils.
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What does it feel lie?

Bumps and lumps? Powdg,ryr? Smooth? Holes?
Striofion (sfripes you feel)¢ Texture is anofher|
clue fo how it was made.

How shiny is ¢ Is it see-trougn?

When t comes fo minerals and rocks, not only
it sometning is shiny but e way it i shiny
can gve a clue. The same is true for

fronsparency.

Once you have an idea of how fo describe your rock,

you ca

your clues 1o known samples.,
Some sttes We like are:

use a book or a relable website o compare

Rockhoundresource.com

Geology.com
Mindat.org

ls your rock actualy a mineral?

ne  Mineral pr%verh@s are more
@ strongly defined as they are only
— one slbstonce Winere rocks are a
combination of several minerals. However, if
Pgu think your rock is a mineral or has a

Fof a certain mineral, some mineral fests
might be able 10 help you decide.

Check e next page for wineral fests!




Let's vl What fests can | use fo identity minerals?
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Hardness vow deticut is it to seratehn the specimen

“FELDSPAR

Knife, Glass Titanium, Steel

This is a Mon's Hardness Test The hardness of minerals is found by tfesting fhem against each ofher. Hgner numbers should be

able fo scratch lower numbers buf not e ofher way around. Lower numbers (or soffer) specimen may even break i frying fo
serofoh o harder one, leaving a powder. Equally hard specimen may lightly mark each ofiher or do nothing.

er eak tne mineral's colour in powder form

It you have ever used a whie garden sfone fo draw on the sidewalk, you have (uninfentionally) done a streak fest

Many minerols may look simiar 1o ofiher minerals,_or even lhave mutlile crystal systems that can change their appearance.
However, fhe powder colour is always the same. That's why a streak test ts importont.

Use a piece that is cleaned or recently broken. Press and_drag your mineral in a line olong an unglazed porceloin tie. The ? |
pressure shoud be similar ’ro,h'ngg fo ‘write darkly in pencl. t should leave a sfreak of coldur that tan help you in A \
dentification. No streak is a sign of a very hard mineral. ‘

gpeciﬁc G(ravﬁ’y tne denstty, or how much matter is contained in e specimen

- by measurin
densy (gmL) M - Ig e Speaner on o scde |
neity @vv\_ mass (in grams) A e, by depacing Woter. Use QN w\@\%ﬁu%n%frg%“
- W&Mﬁ in 10 dt\\/ for 9@\&\\% ) %Gg\ eéc‘wgv'\en fo_the wafer
\/ volume (in milliiters) with water ang measure. ﬁg@r éubﬁ' o tne first

¢ e NEW numoer.
%ﬂ%\b@efﬁ%\rﬁm fe cecond fo et your volume.
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Cryg’ral QYSTGVV\ the laffice or shape of a crystals form

Isometric

Tetragonal orthornombic Monoclinic Triclinic Hexagonal Trigonal

Geologists dont call crystals “cubes” or “prisms”
they Use special ferms based on the connection
sites of fhe molecules.

Dont worry if i seems oovxfusin?. Even just
knowing 1t has a crystal form wil help you know
s a Minerall

With the info you now have, try a book
or website to find your mineral.

Fluorite Wulfenite Tanzanite Azurite Amazonite Emerald Rhodchrusite mine_ra|5'identify.com
—— Was a particularty cool search fool that we found.




