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A message from the Minister of Northern Development and Mines.

Seventy-five years ago when prospectors discovered gold in the Red Lake area, they had no way of knowing
it would lead to one of the biggest gold rushes in Ontario's history and the establishment of 17 gold mines
which would produce more than 18 million ounces of gold.

The Red Lake gold rush ggian on July 25, 1925 when Lorne Howey and his brother Ray found gold in a
quariz vein. They quickly ed nine claims each on the shore of what is now known as Howey Bay. Lorne's
claims would eventually become the Howey Mine, the first producer in the Red Lake camp and the most
successful low grade gold mine in Canadian history.

Word of the incredible economic potential of the Red Lake area spread quickly around the world. By January
1926, the rush was on to find even more gold in the area. That year, more than 1,000 prospectors staked a
solid ten square miles around the lake. The Mining Recorder logged 3,500 claims in one month and more
than 10,000 by the end of the year.

The Red Lake gold rush was the first in Canada to make use of aircraft to transport equipment for mine
exploration and development. In fact, by the summer of 1936, Red Lake was considered one of the world's
busiest airports and the busiest fioat plane airport in the world.

Red Lake has never looked back. In April 2000, Campbell Mine poured its 10 millionth ounce of gold,
becoming one of five Ontario mines to achieve this milestone. The economic potential of the area has
produced exceptional results throughout the past 75 years and I'm confident this potential will continue to
generate positive outcomes for the people, industry and businesses in Red Lake.

I extend my best wishes to all those celebrating the 75 anniversary of the Red Lake gold rush. | also offer a
special note of thanks to the Red Lake Museum and the Ear Falls Museum as well as local industry,

business and organizations which have all worked hard to chronicle the region's history, preserve the area's
heritage, and mark this historic event.

Tim Hudak

Minister of Northern Development and Mines

Sincerely,

A message from the Mayor of the Municipality of Red Lake.

It is my privilege and pleasure to compliment the Red Lake Museum on their excellent publication, “Visitor's
Guide to the Red Lake / Ear Falls District”. Our history dates back over iwo hundred years to the North
West Company and the fur trade, our community history starts in 1925 with the Howey Mine Gold Discovery.

The Red Lake / Ear Falls history is intertwined from the beginning with the gold rush, establishing of the
mines, construction of the Ear Falls power dam, and transportation into this new northern frontier by air,
lugs and scows, and winter traclor trains.

This guide will introduce you to our people and communities, with sectoral views of trapping, mining, forest
industry, tourism, and the advances in transportation.

Welcome to Red Lake - Ear Falls in our 75th year!
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Published by the Red Lake Museum.
The Red Lake Museum is a municipal
institution funded by the Corporation of the
Municipality of Red Lake and the Ministry
of Citizenship, Culture and Recreation.
Our mandate is to preserve and promote the
area's culture and history.

1 If you are interested in fishing, canoeing, outdoor il

adventures, or hotel, camp and resort
accommodations, please write, phone or fax for a copy
of the Red Lake District Map, c¢/o:
Red Lake District Publicity Board
Box 979, Red Lake, Ontario, Canada POV 2M0
Phone (807) 727-3021 Fax: (807) 727-2285
E-Mail: ritourbd(@red-lake.lakeheadu.ca

' \ Web Site: www.tour.red-lake.on.ca /

Contents

Many different themes make up the story of the Red
Lake and Ear Falls District. Because of space
limitations, we were resiricted in the amount of
information we could include in this publication.
Highlighted are those themes that best illustrate the
rich history that ties our communities together.
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A living museum with a heart of gold...



ABORIGINAL 'Hll-s-rom

;_ § region came the ancestors of the Cree
ibway people who live here today. This
#is known as the Woodland Era.

“Aboriginal people were ingenious, hardy people,

familiar with the properties of plants and wood,
and with the habits of wild animals. They lived off
the land along the many waterways, and carved
tools from stones, wood, and the bones of wild
animals. Their clothing was made from the hides
of the wildlife they killed for food. They treated
their environment with respect, and celebrated its

bounties through their spirituality.

: W oodland Caribou Park, a- 462 000 hectare wilderness park located west of Red Laka'wﬂﬁﬁ“"
of the best places in Ontario to expenence harmony Wrth nature, as did the Naiive people..

0pponunltles The ancient, weathered landscape supports the [arges’r waodl r

The Legend of Red Lake
According to Ojibway legend, thousands of years ago two

hunters came upon a very Large moose beside a lake. They
atchee Manitou (evil spirit) and [(/
tried to kill it. Wounded, the ar_:ll‘ma.t ascaped hy dl\dng deep

believed the beast was

into the lake. A large pool of bloot

and the hunters named the body of water Mmasalﬁgan e\
e known ;

or Colour of Blood Lake. Over the.-}yaam"&*ﬁ‘a
as Red Lake. The pictograph (left) which llluatrates the
Legend of Red Lake cansstill be seen today.

carihau herds

south of the Hudson Bay Lowlands. Other wild animals and birds, such as: mousa. bears, beavers,
bald eagles and owls, live in abundance in the park as well.

- Paddling along the Bloodvein River

End of last ice Stone age (Plano)
|— ] |— e sptend th:r}ough

plants and animals
g return to region.

g

Laurel culture, |— Two disl!nc‘l cultures in
|— widespread trading -
O first use of pottery. o Selkirk.

<

g

— Cree and Ojibwa
area - Black Duck and | are main linguistic
2 groups in the region.

Pow-wows and the
'Drumming Ceremony

Wl ].)ﬁwmom':s were large gatherings held at

specified places, at certain times of the year,
so that people could come together from
far-reaching places. This is where family ties
were renewed, courtships begun or
completed, and tribal alliances strengthened.
Marriages might be celebrated, children
named, leaders chosen and honors awarded.
In Red Lake, pow-wows were traditionally held
at various places, such as Kinsmen Beach at
Forestry Point, Rahill Beach, and Sandy Point.
In the early 1900s, Chief Tom Paishk was one
of the best known drummers and most
respected elders. He passed on his
knowledge to his son John, pictured below
with his wife, Flora, who continued the
tradition until the middle of the century.

r In ndent traders
establish trading post
at Thunder Bay.

First European travels into the
region. De Noyon reaches the
Rainy River al

§
-

THE BIRTH OF WOODLAND ART

Red Lake Museum Collection - Norval Morrisseau Painting

In 1959, Norval Morrisseau, a young Ojibway man from

Beardmore, Ontario, came to Red Lake to work in the ld

mines. A self-taught artist with a grade three education

Morrisseau began preting the  of his

l!} ughhtspaln‘lin Mgaimfsm,_' semble the [

(] amm- e dignity

.mf'my le. Therfms hssmmfarusaﬂta wrﬂean?g
the story of our people; not only for ourselves, but for

our Mm‘e bm rs so that they will be able to understand

and respect us* wrote Morrisseau.

These early paintings marked the birth of Woodland Art in
North America. Morrisseau axpeﬁeneed unprecadantad
fame as the founder of this art movement. Red Lake was
the launching pad for the artist, as well as the place from
which he drew inspiration for his work, from the landscape
and rock paintings surrounding the area.

Today Morrfssaau is recognized as one of the most
mportar:t riginal artists of the century, and originals of
his early works can be found in many homes in the area.

Thunder Bay Art Gallery Collection - Carl Ray Painti
Bay r‘Ewmd many. Ahoﬂg?t?al arﬁs&g such
as Carl Flayaf SandyLake 10 plirsue carreers in an.

raﬂd l;ve biiahas posts | In.dnpendam F&nch traders
Rainy Lake and Lake of the may have reached the Red Lake
5. area.
"]




TRAPPING - A WAY OF LIFE

FAed Laka Mmm

Until the 1950s, trapping was the principal
occupation of most Native people in the area.
Except for a small number of men who went to
work in the gold mines of Red Lake and Pickle
Lake, virtually every male over the age of
sixteen was a licensed trapper.

Over the last 20 years, the animal rights
movement has nearly destroyed the fur industry,
severing the very lifeline of many of the First
Nations people in the region. A lynx pelt that
sold for $600 in the late 70s now sells for only
$40. Trapping today is more of a hobby than a
way of making a living.

The first Hudson's Bay Post in Red Lake
opened in 1790 at Post Narrows, and ran - = ;
intermittently until 1822, when it closed due to |
over harvesting. It reopened in 1918 and
served the area until 1926, when the building
was moved to Johnson's Point, closer to Red
Lake, to accommodate the gold seekers.

Iy
Ditaw %4

Although the Hudson's Bay Company operated most of the
trading posts, there were also independent traders across the
region. Above, Oskar Lindokken and William Strang at the Deer
Lake Trading Post (1950).

Above, Bob Alexander and Kenneth McDougall with customers at
McDougall's Store in Red Lake (1850). A replica of McDougall's

Store now serves as the Red Lake Museum's gift shop. Since the decline of the fur trade, finding
L]

HISTORY OF THE FUR TRADE

Early HBC stores were small log buildings
where nearly all local business took place.
They were general stores where you could
trade furs and buy food, sewing supplies,
fishing and trapping equipment, as well as
pick up your mail.

Post managers were required to keep a Daily
Journal of Events, recording fur trading and

§ wildlife activily, significant events, and weather
= reports. The following excerpts are from the Red
’ g Lake Post Annual Report for 1925-26.
——-_‘m.__
e Gold rush affected fur trade because Indians
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In 1933, the HBC opened a new, larger

building on Howey Street. The main floor was
transferred to the Improvement District of Red
Lake in 1957, and was used as a municipal
office until 1996, when it was torn down and
replaced by a new structure. At one time, the
Hudson's Bay Company had stores in every
town in the district. Today they are known as
the Northern Stores, and operate mainly on
Northern reserves.

were engaged for portage and road cutting by
the hundreds of prospectors going in to their
hunting grounds.

Pine Ridge and Red Lake served by the
Hudson transport, which is maintained by a
gasoline tug and york boat service. Goods all
landed at Pine Ridge post and a canoe
service over the lakes and portages used for
Red Lake supplies.

... Indian trackers next used over this portage
and the two following ones and canoes for the
intermittent waters until the shores of Red
Lake reached.

Above, children love this tiny trapper's
cabin at the Ear Falls Museum.

Minlstry of Naiuis! Resaurcas

meaningful, permanent employment has been a
major challenge for Native people living in
isolated communities. The Northern Chiefs
Council, which represents six member nations
north of Red Lake, continues to explore various
economic development opportunities, such as
tourism and small business.

Patty Keesic demonstrates how to prepare a beaver
pelt at the Red Lake Trapper's Festival,

Fort William Is built
at Thunder Bay as
principle NWC Post.

— NWC and

— Climax of
| HBC merged.

trading in
Red Lake area.

| Hudson's Bay | Formation of
Company is the Morth West
established. Company.

~ Smallpox | NWC Post and
epldemic kills HBC Post established at
many area natives. Red Lake.

— HBC Postat — George Swain — Gold is discovered at Red Lake. Many
| Red Lake | opens post on | natives abandon traplines to act as guides
asbandoned. Gullrock Laka. for the prospectors.
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Soapstone First Clue
of Mineral Riches

ln 1872, led by Native guides, Robert Bell and Alfred
Selwyn, geologists with the Geological Survey of
Canada, began a survey of Northwestern Ontario.
While at Lac Seul, Native people showed them
samples of soapstone rock from Red Lake. As gold is
often found near soapstone, this was their first clue of
the mineral potential of Red Lake.

Twenty-one years later the Geological Survey of
Canada sent D.B. Dowling to the area. Dowling felt
that Red Lake had high mineral potential, but didn't
find any specific deposits. Before leaving, he carved
his initials on soapstone at the mouth of Pipestone
Bay, at the west end of Red Lake. Dowling's initials,
as well as those of many other early prospectors, can
still be seen there today. (above)

~ Hudson's Bay Com —Morthwest Angle Treaty signed
| ?Iinqui umﬂndm | [TrantinsSang 5). el
rown.

§
-
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Dr. E.L. Bruce was the next geologist to survey the
area. His report, published in 1924, stated that...
“quartz veins (found at Red Lake)... contain visible
gold in guantities”. After reading his report, Ray
Howey, George McNeely, and Lorne Howey
(pictured above, left to right), prospectors from
Cobalt, Ontario, travelled to Red Lake. On June 25,
1925, under the roots of an upturned tree, (below),
they discovered a major gold vein on the shores of
Red Lake, triggering the last great gold rush in
North America.

Fed Lewe Mussum

|- Dr. R. Bell conducis | Dr. Dowling and party conduct
first survey of the further survey and writes report.
Red Lake area.

Tragic Ending to Gold
Discovery of 1897

At the turn of the century, the search for gold in
Canada was at its peak. Intrigued by Dr. Dowling's
report on the mineral potential of Red Lake, Robert
Gilbert, an adventurous 33 year old prospector
from New Brunswick, travelled to England.
Together with three British partners, he formed the
North Western Expedition Company, and sailed
back to Canada.

Arriving in Dinorwic by train in June 1897, the parly
canoed 200 miles to Red Lake and discovered gold
soon after their arrival at Slate Bay. As they were
loading their canoes for their return trip, Gilbert's
partners heard him cry out, °/ have killed myself",
and watched him collapse and die.

Just before stepping into the canoe, Gilbert had
reached for his Colt revolver which landed on a
rock and discharged. Gilbert was struck by the
bullet in the chest.

With Gilbert's body sewn in a canvas bag, the men
canoed back to the railhead in the extreme heat,
carrying the heavy, decomposing body of their
friend over numerous lengthy, mosquito infested
portages. At Dinorwic, Gilbert's body was sealed in
a metal casket and sent back to his family in the
east.

A golden sunset on the way to Slate Bay.

|- Gilbart party discovers = Tim Crowiey and his three sons siake what would
| Iater become the Griffith Mine north of Ear Falls,

gold at Slata Bay.

Dr. Bruce releases his r
the mineral potential of

ort on
Lake.





































