
RED LAKE WOODLAND ARTS FESTIVAL:  
A TRIBUTE TO NORVAL MORRISSEAU AND THE WOODLAND ARTISTS 

òI just want to say a huge and 

tremendous òThank Youó for an 

exceptional and wonderful festival.   It 

was absolutely amazing.   I would have to 

describe it as: alive, steeped in culture 

and history, progressive, current, 

enriching, deeply moving, beautiful, 

satisfying, and necessary.   I feel like I 

was present at an event that was very 

important.ó   

Lisa Clouston,  

Cypress River, Manitoba 

The weekend of July 4 - 6, 2008, the Red Lake 

Regional Heritage Centre hosted the Red Lake 

Woodland Arts Festival:  A Tribute to Norval Morrisseau and the Woodland Artists.  The main purpose of the event was to 

instill pride in Red Lakeõs rich Aboriginal art history and to recognize the Aboriginal artists who emerged from the Red 

Lake area in the 1960s and 70s.  We also wanted to acknowledge the many non-Aboriginal people who played a major role 

in this story, by supporting the artists in various ways.  

 

The festival was a tremendous success.  Many people, including Morrisseauõs children, told us they felt privileged to be 

taking part in this historic event.  The following are excerpts from e -mails and blog entries we received following the 

festival.  The photos highlight some of the most memorable moments of the weekend.    

A visitor admires an early work done by 

Norval Morrisseau on birch bark at the 

opening of the Festival.    

A t-shirt contest was organized to promote 

the festival. Contestants were asked to 

draw their personal interpretation of 

Woodland Art. Nine lucky winners were 

selected from over fifty entries! Heritage 

staff show off the finished product!  

ò..I must tell you how amazing the event was for the people that were so lucky to experience this very special event.   It was i nspiring 

to see people from the ROM, Community Arts Ontario, Toronto galleries, arts and heritage enthusiasts, artists and the First N ati on 

community turn out to Red Lake to share the important story of Norval and the Woodland artists.   It has affected me very deeply and I 

will contemplate the experience for a long time to come.     

Elaine Lynch, 
 Ministry of Culture, Thunder Bay  

 



The re-creation of Norval's painting studio from the basement of Okanski's store, complete with the many notes he wrote at that time, 

was something we could only see at the Red Lake Heritage Centre.ó   

Elaine Lynch, Ministry of Culture, Thunder Bay  

òéThe book researched and published by the Centre may be coil bound for now, but the quality of the work I am sure will find a 

major publisher as it is one of a kind and builds on the significant story of the Woodland artists and their relationship to Red 

Lake.  The inclusion of people's memories of  Norval from that period add richness to this remarkable story.ó 

 
Elaine Lynch,  Ministry of Culture, Thunder Bay  

ò... thanks for all the effort in vision and leadership you put into making last weekendõs festival a ôwinnerõ for all of those of us in 

attendance. Its legacy is yet to be determined, but there will be one, and in the end it can only benefit the District and th e Heritage 

Centre and woodland art in general.   
 

Please also pass on our congratulations to Christine Penner Polle ð she did simply an excellent job in pulling together òThe Red Lake 

Yearsó; logical in its outline, efficient and effective in its style, and detailed in its content, it so well collates what had been formerly 

scattered bits and pieces of information on not only Morrisseau but also Triple K and its members.   

Ray Riley, Thunder Bay 

Christine with high school co -op student and 

research assistant Reggie Bacon. 
 

Far left , Author Christine Penner Polle displays 

her completed book, Norval Morrisseau and the 

Woodland Artists: the Red Lake years 1959-

1980. This book was published as a special 

project to celebrate the Festival. A 

complimentary copy was presented to each of 

Morrisseauõs children who had attended the 

Festival.  

 

Red Lake Mayor Phil Vinet, fashion icon Linda Lundstrom and Levi Sam Beardy 

standing in front of the Norval Morrisseau painting, Thunderbird, which is part 

of the Heritage Centre Collection. This painting was one of twenty -five 

original Morrisseau works exhibited at the Heritage Centre over the Festival 

weekend. 

 

These former Cochenour classmates were also the guides for the historic 

walking tours where visitors could see the places where Norval Morrisseau 

met his first patrons and created some of his most memorable paintings.  



òThe art show at the gym was top notch with a great opportunity for participants to be 

aware of these important contemporary artists and their work.ó   

 
Elaine Lynch, Ministry of Culture, Thunder Bay   

Quilter Alice Williams, of Curve Lake First 

Nation, ON, in front of the quilt exhibited 

at the Heritage Centre, with her mother 

Sarah Olsen. Alice was a guest speaker 

and also displayed 15 of her quilts at the 

Art Fair.  

Christi Belcourt, of Whitefish Falls, ON, 

participated in the Art Fair and was also 

a guest speaker. 

Guest artist, speaker and former Triple 

K Co-operative member, Goyce 

Kakegamic of Thunder Bay, ON. 

òWayne and I are still reeling from the festival.  Ideas are swirling in our head, and I'm "seeing" many many new paintings in m y 

head.  I've been dreaming of doing a retreat for emerging artists for about a year and we talked about all the artists at the fe stival 

and the idea of a future retreat all the way home!   Your event will surely result in some wonderful future works of art!ó   

 

Christi Belcourt, Guest Artist, Whitefish Falls.   

Guest artist, Ahmoo Angeconeb of Lac 

Seul. 

Art Fair participant, Guest speaker and 

member of De-ba-jeh -mu-jig Theatre 

Group, Josh Peltier of Wikwemikong, 

Manitoulin Island, ON. 

Art Fair participant and former Triple K 

Co-operative member, Saul Williams of 

Weagamow Lake, ON. 

ò...the Red Lake Heritage Centre organized and hosted what can only be described as a world class event. The Red Lake Woodland 

Festival really was a unique and wonderful experience that brought people from all over Canada to both participate and to obs erve. 

The festival provided a multi -facetted way to learn about the origin of woodland art. It did this by providing different ways to  come 

to know Morrisseau. The festival provided a profound experience for those of us that attended, and provided an important retr ospect 

of this important style of art.ó    

 
Jamie Boulton,  

Ministry of Culture, Kenora  



Art Fair participant Gordon Fiddler of 

Elliot Lake, ON.  

Gallery owner Louise Thomas of Thunder 

Bay ON, participated in the Art Fair to 

represent her late husband, Roy Thomas, 

also a Woodland Artist.  

òThe Norval Morrisseau Heritage Society (NMHS) was well represented by Ruth Phillips 

and Greg Hill. Dr. Phillips was very generous, taking a great deal of time to go through 

the works of local collectors who wanted their Morrisseau paintings listed in the 

catalogue raisonée. By taking down the stories associated with those pieces and 

recording them as provenance for each drawing and painting, history was preserved.ó   

 
John Newman, Kinsman Robinson Galleries, Toronto 

 
 

Left , Dr. Ruth Phillips, professor 

of Art History, Carleton 

University, Ottawa and member 

of the Norval Morrisseau 

Heritage Society, with Armand 

Ruffo, Morrisseauõs biographer, 

at the Art Fair, held at the High 

School Gymnasium.  

òé I felt part of something very special...something significant, both 

historically and personally. The weekend will be forever locked in my 

memory, a turning point, a moment when the past,  present and future 

collided to create a beautiful whole...the alchemist's dream. �´   
Linda Lundstrom  

òIt was a privilege for me to be able to participate and Kinsman Robinson 

Galleries was honoured to be of assistance. I am still decompressing from 

all that went on, it felt like a week, not a weekend.  I would like to keep 

in touch and continue to try and help move this event forward for the 

future.ó    

 

John Newman, Kinsman Robinson Galleries, Toronto 

�´The art exhibit at the Heritage Centre 

improved our appreciation of the 

origins of Woodland art and its origins 

in Red Lake.  It allowed us all a glimpse 

of works from the local people's private 

collections and to hear the stories of 

how they were acquired.ó  

 
Elaine Lynch,  

Ministry of Culture, Thunder Bay   

Kaaren Dannenmann and Linda Lundstrom sharing a special mo-

ment at the scared fire.   


