
RED LAKE WOODLAND ARTS FESTIVAL:  
A TRIBUTE TO NORVAL MORRISSEAU AND THE WOODLAND ARTISTS 

òI just want to say a huge and 

tremendous òThank Youó for an 

exceptional and wonderful festival.   It 

was absolutely amazing.   I would have to 

describe it as: alive, steeped in culture 

and history, progressive, current, 

enriching, deeply moving, beautiful, 

satisfying, and necessary.   I feel like I 

was present at an event that was very 

important.ó   

Lisa Clouston,  

Cypress River, Manitoba 

The weekend of July 4 - 6, 2008, the Red Lake 

Regional Heritage Centre hosted the Red Lake 

Woodland Arts Festival:  A Tribute to Norval Morrisseau and the Woodland Artists.  The main purpose of the event was to 

instill pride in Red Lakeõs rich Aboriginal art history and to recognize the Aboriginal artists who emerged from the Red 

Lake area in the 1960s and 70s.  We also wanted to acknowledge the many non-Aboriginal people who played a major role 

in this story, by supporting the artists in various ways.  

 

The festival was a tremendous success.  Many people, including Morrisseauõs children, told us they felt privileged to be 

taking part in this historic event.  The following are excerpts from e -mails and blog entries we received following the 

festival.  The photos highlight some of the most memorable moments of the weekend.    

A visitor admires an early work done by 

Norval Morrisseau on birch bark at the 

opening of the Festival.    

A t-shirt contest was organized to promote 

the festival. Contestants were asked to 

draw their personal interpretation of 

Woodland Art. Nine lucky winners were 

selected from over fifty entries! Heritage 

staff show off the finished product!  

ò..I must tell you how amazing the event was for the people that were so lucky to experience this very special event.   It was i nspiring 

to see people from the ROM, Community Arts Ontario, Toronto galleries, arts and heritage enthusiasts, artists and the First N ati on 

community turn out to Red Lake to share the important story of Norval and the Woodland artists.   It has affected me very deeply and I 

will contemplate the experience for a long time to come.     

Elaine Lynch, 
 Ministry of Culture, Thunder Bay  

 


